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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Art Unit: 3761 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 7, 44, and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Heran et al. USPN 4646362. 

Heran discloses a disposable garment 10 comprising: 

a front waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch region extending between 
the waist regions, 

a first side panel 1 1 extending from the front waist region; 

a second side panel 12 extending from the back waist region; 

a concealed side seam 13 connecting an edge portion of the first side panel to an 
edge portion of the second side panel. 

As to claim 44, Heran discloses the concealed side seam 13 has a width of less 
than about 30 mm (col. 5, lines 60-63). 

As to claim 45, Heran discloses the concealed side seam 13 has a width of about 
3/16" (4.75 mm), which is included in the range of about 2mm to about 8mm (col. 5, 
lines 60-63). 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1 , 2, 7-14, 1 7, and 34-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Strohbeen et al. USPN 4610681 in view of Han et al. WO 01/79602. 

As to claim 1, Strohbeen discloses a disposable garment 10 comprising: 
a front waist region, back waist region, and a crotch region extending between 
the waist regions (Figure 1 ), 

a first side panel 1 1 extending from the front waist region; 
a second side panel 12 extending from the back waist region; 
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a side seam 13 connecting an edge portion of the first side panel to an edge 
portion of the second side panel (Figure 1 ). 

Strohbeen does not disclose the first side panel is offset with respect to the 
second side panel and the side seams comprise a primary and secondary bond. 
Strohbeen discloses it is desirable to create a disposable garment having the 
appearance of underwear (col. 2, lines 31-34). For this reason, Strohbeen created a 
narrower or discrete exterior seam. However, the seam of Strohbeen extends 
outwardly from the garment and is visible (Figures 1 and 2). Han discloses a side seam 
connecting an edge portion 12 of the first side panel 11 to an edge portion of the second 
panel 19, the first side panel offset with respect to the second side panel (Han Figures 
8-9) for the benefit of providing a seam where the edge of the garment are covered by 
the fold and provide a garment, which is aesthetically pleasing because the seam does 
not extend outwardly from the garment (Han page 8, lines 1-3). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the seam of Strohbeen to have offset panels and a fold for the benefits disclosed 
in Han. 

As to claim 2 Strohbeen/Han discloses the panels are connected on their inner 
surfaces and a first seam (primary bond) is sewn, thus connecting an inner surface of 
the first side panel to an inner surface of the second side panel (Han page 8, lines 15- 
24; and Figure 9, where inner surfaces (sueded side) of panels are connected). 



Application/Control Number: 10/027,235 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3761 

As to claim 7, Strohbeen/Han discloses the width of the fold (which corresponds 
to the width of the seam) is less than about 30 mm (Han page 8, lines 8-14). 

As to claim 8, Strohbeen/Han discloses the width of the fold(which corresponds 
to the width of the seam) is about 5mm, which is included in the range of about 2mm to 
about 8mm (Han page 8, lines 8-14). 

As to claims 9 and 1 1 , Strohbeen/Han discloses the bonds have a width of 1/16- 
3/16" (1.58 - 4.76mm), which is included in the range of less than about 30 mm 
(Strohbeen col. 6, lines 25-29). 

As to claims 10 and 12, Strohbeen/Han discloses the bonds have a width of 
1/16-3/16" (1.58 - 4.76mm), which is included in the range of about 2mm to about 8mm 
(Strohbeen col. 6, lines 25-29). 

As to claim 13, Strohbeen discloses a disposable garment 10 comprising a 
chassis comprising a front side panel 11 and a back side panel 12, and defining a waist 
opening 15, and first and second leg openings 14 (Figure 1); 

a first side seam 13 extending from the waist opening to the first leg opening and 
connecting the front side panel and the back side panel; 

a second side seam 13 extending from the waist opening to the second leg 
opening and connecting the front side panel and the back side panel (Figure 1). 
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Strohbeen does not disclose the first side panel is offset with respect to the 
second side panel and the side seams comprise a primary and secondary bond. 
Strohbeen discloses it is desirable to create a disposable garment having the 
appearance of underwear (col. 2, lines 31-34). For this reason, Strohbeen created a 
narrower or discrete exterior seam. However, the seam of Strohbeen extends 
outwardly from the garment and is visible (Figures 1 and 2). Han discloses a side seam 
connecting an edge portion 12 of the first side panel 11 to an edge portion of the second 
panel 19, the first side panel offset with respect to the second side panel (Han Figures 
8-9) for the benefit of providing a seam where the edge of the garment are covered by 
the fold and provide a garment, which is aesthetically pleasing because the seam does 
not extend outwardly from the garment (Han page 8, lines 1-3). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the seam of Strohbeen to have offset panels and a fold for the benefits disclosed 
in Han. 

As to claim 14, Strohbeen/Han discloses the panels are connected on their inner 
surfaces and a first seam (primary bond) is sewn, thus connecting an inner surface of 
the first side panel to an inner surface of the second side panel (Han page 8, lines 15- 
24; and Figure 9 where inner surfaces (sueded side) of panels are connected). 



As to claim 17, Strohbeen discloses a disposable garment 10 comprising: 
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a front waist region, back waist region, and a crotch region extending between 
the waist regions (Figure 1), 

a first side panel 11 extending from the front waist region; 

a second side panel 12 extending from the back waist region; 

Strohbeen does not disclose a concealed side seam connecting an edge portion 
of the first side panel to an edge portion of the second side panel. Strohbeen discloses 
it is desirable to create a disposable garment having the appearance of underwear (col. 
2, lines 31-34). For this reason, Strohbeen created a narrower or discrete exterior 
seam. However, the seam of Strohbeen extends outwardly from the garment and is 
visible (Figures 1 and 2). Han discloses a side seam connecting an edge portion 12 of 
the first side panel 11 to an edge portion of the second panel 19, the first side panel 
offset with respect to the second side panel (Han Figures 8-9) for the benefit of 
providing a seam where the edge of the garment are covered by the fold and provide a 
garment, which is aesthetically pleasing because the seam is concealed and does not 
extend outwardly from the garment (Han page 8, lines 1-3). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
seam of Strohbeen to have offset panels and a fold to provide a concealed seam for the 
benefits disclosed in Han. 

As to claim 34, Strohbeen/Han discloses the secondary bond, connects an outer 
surface of the second panel to the inner surface of the first side panel (Han, Figure 10). 
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As to claims 35 and 41 , Strohbeen /Han discloses the width of the fold (which 
corresponds to the width of the seam) is less than about 30 mm (Han page 8, lines 8- 
14). 

As to claims 36 and 42, /Han discloses the width of the fold (which corresponds 
to the width of the seam) is about 5mm, which is included in the range of about 2mm to 
about 8mm (Han page 8, lines 8-14). 

As to claims 37 and 39, Strohbeen/Han discloses the bonds have a width of 
1/16-3/16" (1.58 - 4.76mm), which is included in the range of less than about 30 mm 
(Strohbeen col. 6, lines 25-29). 

As to claims 38 and 40, Strohbeen/Han discloses the bonds have a width of 
1/16-3/16" (1.58 - 4.76mm), which is included in the range of about 2mm to about 8mm 
(Strohbeen col. 6, lines 25-29). 

As to claim 43, Strohbeen/Han discloses an inner surface of an edge portion of 
the front side panel is bonded to an outer surface of the back side panel (Han, Figure 
10). 
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As to claim 44, Strohbeen /Han discloses the width of the fold (which 
corresponds to the width of the seam) is less than about 30 mm (Han page 8, lines 8- 
14). 

As to claim 45, Strohbeen/Han discloses the width of the fold(which corresponds 
to the width of the seam) is about 5mm, which is included in the range of about 2mm to 
about 8mm (Han page 8, lines 8-14). 

As to claim 46, Strohbeen/Han discloses the concealed side seam comprises a 
primary bond and a secondary bond (Han Figure 9, elements 22' and 24', respectively). 

As to claim 47, Strohbeen/Han discloses the primary bond connects an inner 
surface of the first side panel to an inner surface of the second side panel (Han, Figure 
10). 

As to claim 48, Strohbeen/Han discloses the secondary bond, connects an outer 
surface of the second panel to the inner surface of the first side panel (Han, Figure 10). 

As to claims 49 and 51 , Strohbeen/Han discloses the bonds have a width of 
1/16-3/16" (1.58 - 4.76mm), which is included in the range of less than about 30 mm 
(Strohbeen col. 6, lines 25-29). 
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As to claims 50 and 52, Strohbeen/Han discloses the bonds have a width of 
1/16-3/16" (1.58 - 4.76mm), which is included in the range of about 2mm to about 8mm 
(Strohbeen col. 6, lines 25-29). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kling et al. USPN 5855574 is cited to show concealed side 
seams in a disposable article. Kling et al. USPN 6213991 is cited to show a disposable 
garment having an offset portion on the side seam. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline F Stephens whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-8320. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (703) 305-1025. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jacqueline F Stephe^ 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 




February 9, 2004 



